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Visual Processing 



Associated Behaviors 
 

 Squint; cover eyes; rubs eyes, cries 

 Distracted by movement, decorations, toys, windows, 
doorways 

 Avoids eye contact 

 Enjoys playing in the dark 

 Headaches associated with lights 



Lesson? 

Children with ASD do not always 
“see” and process information the 
same way – IT IS NOT BECAUSE 

THEY DON’T WANT TO! 



Auditory Processing 

Spelling Test 



Associated Behaviors 
 Distracted by sounds not normally noticed by 

others (ex. humming of lights) 

 Fearful of certain sounds (flushing toilet, vacuum, 
squeaky shoes) 

 Startled or distracted by environmental sounds 
(ex. lawn mowers) 

 Runs away, cries, and/or covers ears 

 May not respond to name being called 

 “Makes noise for noise’s sake” 



Lesson? 
Even the slightest noise can trigger a 

behavior that impedes the child 
from participating in their 

environment.  They compensate by 
doing what they can to “deal with” 

the noise = we see that as poor 
behavior. 



Motivation  

Who Wants the Money? 



Manipulation 

Let’s Draw! 



Associated Behaviors for  
Manipulation & Motivation  

 

 Limp, floppy body 

 Fatigues easily 

 Frequently slumps or lies down 

 Difficulty turning doorknobs, handles, opening and 
closing items 

 Poor body awareness (bumps into things, knocks 
things over, trips) 



Lesson? 
These children are NOT manipulative 

or unmotivated!  They are hindered 
by differences in sensory processing 

that impedes their ability to 
participate fully and effectively in 
tasks and the environment.  They 
have differences in the PHYSICAL 

ability. 



Oral Expression 

What have you learned? 



Associated Behaviors 
 

 

Difficulty finding the right word 

Limited vocabulary 

Problems relaying information 

Inability to start or hold a conversation 

Inability to “get to the point” 



Lesson? 

Children with ASD are not purposefully 
hard to understand or be able to 

express themselves.  They have the 
same desire to communicate and share 
information but the inability to do so 

effectively. 



Motor Problems 

Hot Potato 



Associated Behaviors 
 

 Clumsy, awkward, accident-prone 

 Difficulty with activities that require more than one 
step 

 Difficulty learning new skills 

 Frequently breaks toys 

 Trouble with self-care activities 

 Poor balance 

 Tires easily 



Lesson? 

The child with ASD is not unmotivated 
= physical limitations prevent them 
from participating in and enjoying 

some of the most “simple” activities. 



Language Problems 

How’s the Weather Today? 



Associated Behaviors 
 

 

 Difficulty attending to, understanding, or 
remembering what is said 

 Often asks for directions to be repeated 

 Looks at other to/for reassurance 

 Difficulty putting ideas into words 

 Difficulty re-phrasing if not understood (may get 
frustrated, angry, give-up) 



Lesson? 
Remember to distinguish between 
won’t (I choose not to) and can’t (I 

am not able to).  Children with ASD 
have difficulty filtering important 

information from all of the 
background noise. 



Avoid Assumptions 
 Manipulative 

 Lazy 

 Stubborn 

 Disrespectful 

 Not motivated 

 Uncooperative 

 Attention-getting 



REMEMBER! 
“Your daily life as a typical adult is a 
perpetual, minute-by-minute stream of 

choices.  You take for granted all the choices 
you have, and even more importantly, the 

fact that you are able to make choices.  It is 
an ability requiring reasoning and decision-
making skills that are much more limited in 

children with autism.” 



Questions? 


