Color the History of the Sault
Sault Ste. Marie has a long and colorful history—what better
way to put the images of this history in the minds of our young
people than to have them “color the history.” With that idea in
mind, the Chippewa County Historical Society (CCHS) undertook
this coloring book project.
In the 2003/04 school year, area residents of all ages were
invited to submit drawings for the coloring book. Recommended
topics were provided as guidelines for submissions. In the summer
of 2004 twenty-six drawings were selected for inclusion in the
book. The CCHS was able to give $50 awards for each one chosen,
thanks to a grant from the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural
Affairs (MCACA). Those submissions not selected were exhibited
by the CCHS throughout the summer and fall of 2004.
Special thanks are given to Sharon MacLaren, who coordinated
the project and provided the script for the book; to Anny Hubbard,
who provided the artwork for the book cover; and to Kevin Pomeroy
of National Office Products and Printing, Inc., who provided the
technical assistance needed to make the book both attractive and
affordable.
Since Michigan history is included in the curriculum
requirements for 4th graders, the CCHS has provided a copy of
this book free of charge to every 4th grade student in Sault Ste.
Marie in the fall of 2004. The words or phrases that are underlined
throughout the book’s text may need further explanation to
students. Additional copies are available for purchase from the
CCHS.
It is the hope of the CCHS that this book will be a useful
supplement in the classroom and will provide educational enjoyment
in the home.
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The First People
Long, long ago, before there was a Soo Locks, or even houses
and stores, the place we call “the Sault” was a land covered by
trees. The only people living in this place called themselves
“Anishinabeg,” which means “The People.”
The Anishinabeg were Woodland Indians. Their homes,
clothing, food and tools were all made from the plants and animals
they found in the woods and water around them. Their language,
their religion and their way of life were like those of the other
Woodland Indians who lived in the region. They considered these
people their Anishinabeg relatives.
Where the Soo Locks are today, the river that we now call
the St. Marys had huge rocks scattered across it. The Anishinabeg
called this place “Bahweting,” which means “the place where water
jumps over the rocks.”
Each summer Anishinabeg would travel from great distances
to camp at Bahweting, to visit their relatives and to fish for
whitefish in the rapids. Each summer Bahweting was a very large
village of Anishinabeg.
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The First European
Almost 400 years ago, some time between 1618 and 1621,
the first European visited “the place where water jumps over the
rocks.” This visitor was a young Frenchman by the name of Etienne
Brulé.
Brulé was about 16 years old in 1608 when he left his home in
France and signed on to work on a ship headed to “New France,”
which is what eastern Canada was called at that time.
Brulé was very smart. Samuel de Champlain, the governor of
New France, noticed Brulé’s gift with languages. Champlain wanted
to have the territory west of New France explored. He knew that
whoever he sent to explore that territory would have to be able
to talk with the people who lived there. For this reason, Champlain
arranged for young Brulé to live with the Indians for one year to
learn their languages and customs. Brulé enjoyed his new life so
much that he decided to stay with the Indians. He agreed to send
reports of his travels to Champlain whenever he could.
Although Brulé learned spoken languages quickly, he never
learned to read and write. His reports to Champlain had to be
given to men who could write for him. In 1623 Brulé reported to
Father Gabriel Sagard, another French explorer, that he had
crossed a very large rapids which he named “Saut de Gaston,”
after the brother of the king of France. “Saut” was the French
word for “falls” or “rapids.” Brulé called the people at the Saut
“Sauteurs.” In time, the people of the Saut would be known as
Ojibwas or Chippewas by the French and the English.
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Father Marquette’s Mission
After Brulé several Frenchmen visited the Sault. The bestknown visitors included Jean Nicolet, Pierre Radisson and the
Jesuit priest, Father Isaac Jogues. A few French canoemen and
trappers even made their home in the Sault.
In 1668 the Jesuits decided to build a permanent Catholic
mission at the Sault. They built a small bark house and chapel in
the style of a Chippewa home. Around the buildings they built a
tall log wall, called a palisade, for protection. Within the palisade
there was room left for a garden. Father Jacques Marquette was
assigned to live at the mission and to work for the conversion of
the Chippewas to Christianity.
Father Marquette was devoted to the Virgin Mary, and it
was he who first gave the Sault its Christian name. He called this
place “Sainte Marie du Sault.” This means “St. Mary of the Falls.”
Father Marquette did not stay at the Sault very long. In
1669 he built a new mission at St. Ignace. And, by 1673, he and his
companion Louis Joliet took a trip to explore the area at the south
end of Lake Michigan. On this trip they discovered the northern
section of the Mississippi River.
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The French Fur Traders
The Jesuits were not the only Frenchmen interested in
dealing with the Chippewas of the Sault area. Each spring several
large canoes would come to the Sault from Montreal. These canoes
were paddled by men from the Montreal area called voyageurs. In
addition to the voyageurs, the canoes carried traders from the
large fur companies of Montreal and tons of goods to be traded
for the furs that the Chippewas had trapped during the winter.
The spring meeting of the Indians and the traders was called the
rendez-vous.
Among the trade goods that the Montreal traders brought
with them were guns, metal knives and traps, pots and pans,
blankets, beads and cotton material. The fur traders were
especially interested in trading these goods for beaver furs, since
these were the furs being used to make fashionable men’s hats in
Europe.
After the rendez-vous, when the trade was complete, the
large canoes would return to Montreal carrying their packs of
furs. From Montreal the furs were shipped to France and sold at
a very good price, making the Montreal fur companies very rich.
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Saint Lusson’s Proclamation
For many years the French were the only Europeans who
traveled the waters of Lake Superior and traded with the
Saulteurs. The English and French were enemies, and the French
had angered fur trader Pierre Radisson, so he advised the English
to enter the Lake Superior region through Hudson Bay. By 1670
the English were moving into the area. This upset King Louis XIV
of France and the French governor of New France. To stop the
English, they sent a representative of the king to lay claim to the
region.
On the 14 th of June, in 1671, Sieur de St. Lusson, the
representative of King Louis XIV of France, held a ceremony at
the Sault on the hill overlooking the rapids. Two thousand Indians
from fourteen tribes, four Jesuit priests and twenty Frenchmen
attended the ceremony. First, a large wooden cross was blessed
and planted in the ground alongside a staff holding the flag of
France. Then, St. Lusson, holding his sword in one hand and a chunk
of earth in the other, proclaimed that Sainte Marie du Sault and
all of the lakes and lands surrounding the Sault, all the way to the
oceans of the north, west and south, were the property of King
Louis XIV of France.
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Fort Repentigny
St. Lusson’s proclamation of 1671 did not keep the English
out of the region. Because of the conflicts between the English
and the French, and the fights between the Indians of various
tribes in the region, both the Saulteurs and the French missionaries
left the Sault area. By 1750 very few people were living at the
Sault, but the French knew that the area was still very important
to the fur trade.
In 1750 King Louis XV of France decided that the best way
to keep the Sault area French was to give the area to Frenchmen
who would promise to build a fort there and keep the area from
the English. The French king granted the land to Chevalier de
Repentigny and Captain de Bonne, officers of the French army.
Repentigny arrived at the Sault in 1751. By 1752 he and his
small group of men had built a log palisade one hundred and ten
feet long on each side and fifteen feet high. Within the palisade
they built three log buildings. Outside the palisade the woods were
cleared for farming. Jean Baptiste Cadotte was hired to farm the
land.
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The First White Settler
In 1759 Repentigny left the Sault to fight for the French
against the English. He left his tenant Jean Baptiste Cadotte in
charge of the fort and the farm, expecting to return after the
war. The English won the war, and Repentigny never returned to
the Sault.
The English called the war they won in 1762, the French and
Indian War, because the Indians fought on the side of the French
against the English. When the English won, the French had to give
up all of the territory they had claimed around the Great Lakes.
Neither the French nor the Chippewas were happy, because only
the English were allowed to have a fur trade business.
Jean Baptiste Cadotte and his family continued to live in
Fort Repentigny and wanted to continue their small fur trade
business as well as their farm. In order to do this, Cadotte took
on an English partner named Alexander Henry.
In time, Alexander Henry sold his interest in their fur
company to the Northwest Company and left the area, but Cadotte
remained in the Sault as its first white settler.
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John Johnston Builds His Home
In 1792 the English granted a large piece of land at the Sault
to an Irishman named John Johnston, so he could establish an
English fur trade company there. That year John Johnston married
the daughter of the powerful Chippewa chief Waubojeeg, “The
White Fisher.” Johnston’s young bride was named
Ozhahguscodaywayquay, which means “Woman of the Green Glade.”
Johnston, his wife and new baby boy moved to the Sault in 1793.
At this time the Sault was a small village of French canoemen,
trappers and Chippewas. They called the village Pauwayteeg, a slight
change from the earlier Bahweting.
John Johnston became a prosperous fur trader and the
leading citizen of Pauwayteeg. He gave his wife the Christian name
Susan, but to their eight children and her friends she was known
as Neengay, which means “My Mother.” The Johnston home became
the favorite stopping-over place for both Chippewas and English
fur traders who were traveling through the area.
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The War of 1812
In 1787 the American colonies won their freedom from
England by defeating the English in the Revolutionary War. By
1794 it was decided that the south side of the St. Marys River
and Mackinac Island would be American territory. American troops
took control of Fort Mackinac, but there were no Americans in
the Sault area. John Johnston continued to live at the Sault, doing
his business with the English.
In 1812 the English decided to take Fort Mackinac back from
the Americans. Being an English loyalist, John Johnston went to
Mackinac Island to fight for the English. The English took the
fort easily. Johnston went back to Mackinac Island to fight for
the English again in 1814, when the Americans tried unsuccessfully
to retake the fort.
While John Johnston was away at Mackinac Island in 1814,
American troops came to the Sault and took all of Johnston’s
trade goods and destroyed his property. Fortunately, Johnston’s
wife and children were not harmed. They managed to escape into
the woods with a few of the things that the family valued. The
wealth they had once known was lost forever.
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The Cass Expedition
The American government passed a law forbidding English
fur traders to trade with Indians in the Northwest Territory,
which included the Sault area. English traders, like John Johnston,
were forced out of business unless they agreed to work for the
American Fur Company, owned by John Jacob Astor.
In order to enforce the new laws, the American government
wanted to build forts along the northern border of the Northwest
Territory. With this in mind, Territorial Governor Lewis Cass
visited the Sault in 1820. The Chippewas at the Sault were not
happy to see him. They had fought against the Americans in the
War of 1812 and still remained loyal to the English.
At the first meeting between Cass and the Chippewa leaders,
things went badly. One of the chiefs, named Sassaba, left the
meeting in anger. He went to his lodge and raised an English flag
on a pole in front of it. This made Cass angry. He tore down the
flag and threatened Sassaba. Sassaba, then, met with his followers
and planned to kill Cass and those who were traveling with him.
Again John Johnston, who was still the most prominent citizen
at the Sault, was away. When his wife, Susan, heard of Sassaba’s
plan, she hastily called the leading chiefs to her home to discuss
the problem. The chiefs agreed to stop Sassaba and his followers
and to meet with Cass again the next day. Governor Cass owed his
life and the treaty he made with the Chippewas at the Sault to
Mrs. John Johnston.
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Building of Fort Brady
Two years after Territorial Governor Lewis Cass visited and
drew up the treaty with the local Chippewas, the first Americans
moved into the area. Two hundred and fifty American soldiers,
under the command of Colonel Hugh Brady, landed by boat at the
Sault. They came to build an American fort. Since many of the
officers brought their families with them, there was now a need
for schools and churches. For the first time Pauwayteeg was
beginning to look like an American village with Americans living in
it. The village was now called Sault Ste. Marie.
And so, the first American fort was built at the Sault in the
summer of 1822. It was built on land that overlooked the St. Marys
rapids. One corner of the fort, the northeast corner, was built on
the land that had once been Fort Repentigny. It was built between
John Johnston’s homestead and the American Fur Company
property. Later it was named Fort Brady in honor of its first
commander.
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The Sault’s First Indian Agent
On the same ship that brought Colonel Brady and his troops
to the Sault was another man who was to become a leading citizen
of the community, Henry Rowe Schoolcraft.
Schoolcraft worked for the American government. He was
sent to the Sault as the area’s first Indian Agent. His job was to
make sure that the Chippewas and the Americans lived up to their
treaty agreements. He was also responsible for distributing the
money and goods the Americans had agreed to pay to the Chippewas
in their treaties.
In 1823 Schoolcraft married Jane Johnston, the oldest
daughter of John and Susan Johnston. Schoolcraft learned the
legends and the customs of the Chippewas from Jane and her
mother. This knowledge, of course, helped Schoolcraft in his work.
When Schoolcraft published the Chippewa legends, they became
the basis for Henry Wadsworth Longfellow’s poem, Hiawatha.
In 1827 Henry and Jane built an elegant home in the Sault.
They called their home Elmwood. Elmwood also served as the Sault’s
first Indian Agency, since it was the place where Schoolcraft did
his work.
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Portaging Around the Rapids
Ever since the first French fur traders ventured into Lake
Superior, the rapids at the Sault presented a problem. The
Montreal canoemen were used to dealing with such problems,
however, because there were several rapids to be crossed on the
river route they took to reach the Sault. At each rapids, the
voyageurs unpacked the canoes and carried the canoes and their
contents around the rapids. The voyageurs called the path they
followed around the rapids, a “portage.” Once around the rapids,
they reloaded the canoe and paddled on.
When the English took over the fur trade in the Sault area,
they built a small lock on the Canadian side of the rapids. Fur
traders’ canoes and boats could be pulled up or down the rapids
without unloading. This small lock was destroyed by the American
troops that attacked the area in 1814.
By the time that the Americans took control of the Sault
area, the fur trade was being controlled by John Jacob Astor.
Several large steamships and schooners were able to bring trade
goods to the Sault from the lower lakes, but only canoes and small
boats were used in Lake Superior. In 1835 Astor built the first
large schooner to sail on Lake Superior.
Schooners and steamships eventually replaced canoes, and
canoemen were no longer needed to transport goods through the
Great Lakes. Many voyageurs who lived at the Sault became
“porters.” They carried large packs of goods along the portage
path from ship to ship. Others worked for the wagon companies
and the strap railroad that developed to portage goods and boats
around the rapids.
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New Businesses Develop
Michigan became a state in 1837, and by the 1840s many
changes were taking place in the Sault. The fur trade was dying
out, and even big companies like Astor’s American Fur Company
were forced to develop new businesses. Many local fur traders,
like John Johnston, turned to commercial fishing. Others, like
Peter Barbeau and Samuel Ashman, became merchants or became
involved in government work.
Although the fur trade was dying, portaging of goods around
the Sault rapids did not decrease. Most of the commercial fishing
in the area took place in Lake Superior. Fishermen would catch
large numbers of fish in their nets. After cleaning the fish, they
packed them in barrels with salt to preserve them. Then they
shipped them to the Sault to be sent to Detroit or Cleveland. Any
delay at the Sault portage might cause the fish to rot.
Shipping and portaging at the Sault rapids was made even
more difficult after 1841, because of the discovery that the Upper
Peninsula was rich in copper and iron ore. Mines were being
developed in the Keweenaw Peninsula. Mining families and their
belongings, machinery and materials needed for these new mines
all had to be shipped and portaged at the Sault. In time, once the
mines were working, the copper and iron ore that was mined would
also have to pass through the Sault to get to the big cities like
Detroit and Cleveland. Both shipping and portaging became very
big businesses.
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The First Shipping Canal
For years there had been talk of the need for a shipping
canal at the Sault, so that ships could be raised or lowered in a
lock without leaving the water or unloading their cargo. In 1853
the State of Michigan finally approved the idea. A new company,
called the St. Marys Falls Ship Canal Company, was organized by
eastern businessmen, and Charles T. Harvey was hired as the
construction superintendent. Harvey was a 24-year-old scales
salesman who had no experience in building canals. Work began on
June 4, 1853. Harvey was given just two years to complete the
work, and that included winter months, when the days were short
and the weather made work impossible.
Harvey had taken on a big job. Workers and equipment had
to be brought in from as far away as New York. The men had to
dig a ditch one mile long, 25 feet deep and 100 feet wide through
sandstone and granite boulders. Once the ditch was dug, it had to
be lined with stone to keep the walls and the floor from eroding
away, heavy log gates had to be made that could open and close as
ships passed in and out of the canal, and a mechanism had to be
installed to move the heavy gates.
The work was very hard. Many of the men who had been
brought to the Sault quit and found easier jobs. Cholera struck
the work camp, and many workers died. Others were too weakened
to continue to work. Despite the hardships, the two-year deadline
was met. The new State Lock was completed on May 24, 1855, and
the first ship, the Illinois, locked through upbound on June 18,
1855. This first lock was only the beginning. In time, the federal
government would build larger and more modern locks at the Sault
to meet the greater shipping demands.
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Lumbering and Railroads
As the states that developed from the Northwest Territory
grew in population, the need for materials to build homes and
businesses increased. In the mid-1800s, most of the homes, barns,
businesses and factories were made of wood. Michigan was mostly
forest and could furnish the wood needed to build the new cities
of the Midwest. Lumbering became an important industry in the
Upper Peninsula in the 1880s.
The work of cutting trees was usually done in the winter so
that logs could be moved more easily by large sleds pulled by horses
along icy lumbering paths. In most lumbering areas, the logs were
moved to riverbanks. As soon as the ice melted on the river in the
spring, the logs were rolled into the water and sent down the
river to lumber mills, where the wood was cut into lumber and
shipped wherever it was needed. But many of the forests in the
Upper Peninsula were not located near rivers. This meant that
logging in these areas had to wait until railroads were built to
carry the logs to the mills and to carry the finished lumber to
markets across the state.

32

33

The Railroad Comes to the Sault
By the 1880s, railroads arrived in the Upper Peninsula. They
provided a way for miners and lumbermen to get the supplies they
needed during the winter months, when shipping was stopped due
to ice on the lakes. Railroads also provided a way for lumbermen
to get their logs out of forests where there were no rivers. But
mining and lumbering were not the main reasons that railroads
finally came to the Sault.
By 1880 Minneapolis, Minnesota had become the biggest flour
producer in the United States. Transporting the flour to the big
cities in the east and on to Europe, where it could be sold, was a
problem, especially during the winter. To solve this problem,
railroad companies decided to build a railroad from Minnesota,
across the Upper Peninsula and Canada, to the American east coast.
The first train on the Minneapolis, St. Paul and Sault Ste.
Marie Railroad, later called the “Soo Line,” reached the Sault on
January 8, 1888. By that time the Canadian Pacific Railroad was
completed to Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario and a railroad bridge had
been built across the Soo Locks. Flour could then be sent quickly
and cheaply from Minnesota to the east coast. And it could be
sent even in the winter.
Railroads not only opened up the Sault to the shipment of
cargo, but they also made it possible for Sault residents and
visitors to travel across the country during any season of the
year.

34

35

The Power Canal
The Sault was a busy place during the 1880s. Construction
of the Weitzel and Poe Locks, the new railroads and the railroad
bridge kept employment high. With the locks and the railroads
completed, the Sault became a transportation center of great
importance. Speculators, that is, people who are looking for
business opportunities, were moving to the Sault.
Some of the Sault’s new businessmen wanted to see the water
that passed by the Sault in the St. Marys River put to good use.
They felt sure that if this water power could be captured, it could
bring big factories to the Sault. These factories would employ
many people, and the city businesses would prosper. They proposed
to build another kind of canal at the Sault, a canal where there
would be no boats. This canal would carry water from the head of
the rapids down river. At the lower end of this canal, the water
would be dropped onto large water wheels that would move the
gears and pulleys used by the factories.
Work on the new canal started in 1888. By 1889 the money
for the project ran out. A large, open ditch was left near the
downtown area for several years. Finally, in 1896 Francis H. Clergue,
a businessman from Sault, Ontario purchased the land along the
ditch and changed the plan for the proposed canal. The proposed
canal would be shorter, and at the end of the canal would be a
powerhouse where electricity would be generated.
Clergue began construction in the fall of 1898. The canal and
the one-quarter-mile-long, stone powerhouse, which held the big
turbines for generating electricity, were completed in October
1902. The Sault was ready for industrial growth.
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Industry in the Sault
Even before the Sault’s “power canal” was completed, Clergue
had arranged for an industrial company to use the electricity his
“power company” produced. The Union Carbide Company began
production in 1903. The coal and limestone the company needed
was brought to the Sault by ship. These materials were heated to
a very hot temperature in large electric furnaces to make calcium
carbide. Calcium carbide was then shipped to other industrial cities
to make acetylene gas, which was used by many industries and by
many cities to light their street lamps. By 1918 there were 650
employees at the Sault’s carbide plant.
But the Union Carbide Company was not the first industry to
come to the Sault. By 1900 the Northwestern Leather Company
decided to build one of the biggest tanneries in the country on
the western outskirts of the city. Cowhides were brought to the
Sault by train from all over the country. At the tannery they
were scraped and tanned to make the leather needed for shoes.
About 400-500 people were employed there.
The Soo Woolen Mill came even earlier, in 1898. It employed
about fifty people. At its factory, which was located where the
Sault’s Post Office is today, wool purchased from local farmers
was spun into yarn and woven into wool fabric. This fabric was
then sewn into warm woolen clothing and blankets.
The fourth major industry that made the Sault a booming
industrial city began operation in 1923. The Cadillac-Soo Lumber
Company operated the largest lumber mill east of the Mississippi
and employed about 200 people. Like other mills of its time, it
brought in logs by train.
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The Sault’s Governor
A man who was, no doubt, the Sault’s most prominent citizen
moved to the Sault in 1887. Chase Salmon Osborn was a
newspaperman and a speculator. He came through the Sault on a
trip to Canada looking for iron ore. He ended up moving to the
Sault and purchasing the Sault Ste. Marie News. For the next
fifteen years he ran his newspaper and, at the same time, served
in several state jobs. By 1900 he had discovered iron ore in Canada
and had become a very rich man.
Osborn became the Sault’s best-known philanthropist. He
was happy to share his wealth and gave his adopted city many
gifts, which he hoped would improve the beauty and the cultural
character of the city. Among his gifts were the “Capitoline Wolf”
statue in front of the County Courthouse, the Japanese gate, called
a torii, in Locks Park, the large cross on the top of the Methodist
Church and 1,000 elm trees.
In 1910 Chase S. Osborn was elected Governor of Michigan.
As he had promised during his campaign, he served only one term,
1911-1912. During that term he passed several important acts
including the state’s first Workmen’s Compensation Act, so injured
workers could receive some pay until they could return to work.
He also supported women’s right to vote, and Prohibition. He left
the state in a much better financial condition than he found it.
After his term as governor, Osborn spent much of his time
traveling and writing of his travels. He spent his summers near
the Sault at Duck Island, off the shore of Sugar Island. He was a
sought-after speaker and a great advocate for “united
democracies.”
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Years of Progress
From 1890 until the 1940s, the Sault continued to grow and
prosper. The city that had once been centered along Water Street
and Portage Avenue was expanding down Ashmun Street and to
the outlying areas to the south and along the river. The factories
continued to grow. Streetcars provided transportation in and
around the growing city. Roads were being built, first for better
wagon transportation, and then for automobiles to travel in and
around the region; the locks were expanded; and new bridges were
built across the power canal and the shipping canal.
Tourism became a major industry as passenger trains,
passenger ships and automobiles brought tourists to the Sault.
The whitefish that had brought the Anishinabeg to the Sault now
drew people from around the world. The canoes that once held
the Chippewa fishermen rode the rapids once again, but now they
held visitors who were seeking the thrill of a rapids ride.
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The Military Presence
By the late 1880s, people in the Sault wanted Fort Brady
removed from the downtown area so there would be more room
for homes and businesses. In 1892 the fort was moved to the top
of the hill overlooking the northern entrance to the Soo Locks.
This location proved a good one, as the United States became
involved in World War I and World War II.
Since most of the country’s iron ore was shipped through
the Soo Locks and iron ore was needed to build the weapons and
vehicles used in war, the Soo Locks were very important. The locks
and the railroad bridges across them had to be guarded by the
soldiers who were sent to the new Fort Brady. The Sault became
a military city as well as a manufacturing city.
After World War II, Fort Brady was shut down. The Soo
Woolen Mill closed in 1953. The Cadillac-Soo Lumber Company
closed in 1956. Northwestern Leather closed in 1958. And the
Union Carbide left the Sault in 1962. The Sault was no longer a
manufacturing city. Unemployment was high.
In 1950 the Korean War broke out. Again soldiers were sent
to the Sault to protect the locks. This time the soldiers were
sent to a new camp that had been established where Fort Brady
once had its hospital. The new camp was called Camp Lucas. The
Air Force also moved to the Sault area. It took over an old airfield
that had been built during World War II. The new airbase was
called Kincheloe Air Force Base. By 1977 both Camp Lucas and
Kincheloe Air Force Base had closed down. The Sault was no longer
a military city.
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Change and Opportunity
With the closing down of manufacturing companies and
military bases, the Sault fell into a deep depression. But, thanks
to the quick action of some local citizens, there were positive
things that would come from these disappointments.
Fort Brady was quickly converted to a two-year branch of
Michigan College of Mining and Technology. In time, the college
grew to the four-year university, Lake Superior State University.
The property that had once been Kincheloe Air Force Base provided
the Sault with a commercial airport, residential housing, a golf
course and space for four state prisons.
The loss of the Sault’s manufacturing companies eliminated
the terrible odors, water pollution and dirty air that was associated
with them. The Sault became a healthier place for people to reside
and tourists to enjoy. Tourists came to the Sault area to enjoy
such outdoor activities as hunting, fishing and snowmobiling. They
came to view the Soo Locks and the lake freighters and oceangoing vessels on the St. Marys River.
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The Sault Today
The Sault community today is a wonderful mix of people from diverse backgrounds.
From the first people, the Anishinabeg, to those who followed—the French, the English,
and many others—the community’s cultural heritage has grown. People came at different
times and for different reasons. They came from different areas in the United States, and
they came as immigrants from other lands. Some came to find fish or furs, others to build
forts, locks and canals, still others to farm, lumber or work in factories. They came as
speculators, soldiers and teachers. Many who came left, but many stayed.
All who stayed have enriched the Sault Ste. Marie community with their unique
culture and traditions. Among these are the Anishinabeg (the Chippewa), the first residents.
Long a quiet presence in the community, by the end of the 20th century they had taken a
leading role. Under treaty rights negotiated many years ago, the Sault Tribe of Chippewa
Indians opened a casino in the Sault. Since that time, the Tribe has become a leader in
community development, providing employment and important benefits to the Sault and its
residents. They celebrate their cultural heritage, sharing it with the community and with
visitors to the area.
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