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Notice of Nondiscrimination

It isthe policy of the Eastern Upper Peninsula Intermediate School District that no person, on
the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, disability, age, height, weight, marital
status, genetic information or any other legally protected charastie shall be discriminated
against in employment, educational programs, activities or admissions. Questions or concerns
regarding the nondiscrimination policies should be directed to ISD superintendents.

Information Disclaimer

The information providedni this handbook is only intended to be a general summary of
information to the public. It is not intended to take the place of Federal or Michigan law and
regulations. The Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) takes reasonable measures to ensure the
guality ofthe information made available in this publication. However, the PAC makes no
warranty, expressed or implied, nor assumes any liability or responsibility for the accuracy,
correctness or completeness of any information that is available through thiscatibh.



Introduction

This handbook was developed for parents of students with disabilities. It serves as one source
of information about state and federal special education laws that have been written to protect
the rights of students. Current state@ federal laws now support our lorgganding belief that

all children can learn and are entitled to a program designed to result in meaningful benefit
from a free and appropriate public education. These laws recognize that every individual is
unique and dferent.

The special education process can be overwhelming, complicated, and challenging. This
handbook can serve as an excellent reference guide to special education. If you would like
additional information, please contact your Local School Agency ¢cEfgrmediate School
District (ISD). The Michigan Department of Education can be contacted via website
https://www.michigan.gov/mdeor by calling the Special Education information lir@88-320-
8384.

In the State of Michigan, special education programs and services are available to all eligible
children with disabilities from birth through age 26.

Parent Advisory Committee

The Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) is established through Michigan Law and obwosists
parent representing each local school district within the Eastern Upper Peninsula Intermediate
School District (EUPISD), &EUPISD At Large representatives. Members of the committee are
approved by the EUPISD Board of Education with recommemdatiom the local district.

PAC meetings are open for all parents to attend and are one of the best places to give
suggestions to strengthen programs and services or get answers to questions you might have.

Family Matters Resource

The state of Michigan lsadeveloped a set of resources that are available on their website
Ol f Eadnily Matters httds://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615740-6598 88187 81739
00.htm). We will be referring to certain fact sheets throughout this document. These facts
sheets are familjriendly with clear information and connections to other resources.

Parent Participation

The Parent Advisory Committee (PAC) believes the best outcomes are achieved when parents,
schools, and community work together. Parents are encouraged to be inviolvedny ways:

1 Parents are key members in all decisimaking meetings such as meetings that involve
identification, evaluation, educational placement, reevaluation, and the appropriate
education of their student.

1 Parents give consent for initialaluations and any reevaluation.


https://www.michigan.gov/mde
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6598_88187_81739---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6598_88187_81739---,00.html
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Meeting.
Tt NByda gAftt NBOSAGS NB3Idz I NI NELRNIA 2y (K
1 Parents are encouraged to be involved in parent groupsatacal level or at the ISD
level through an advisory group called the Parent Advisory Committee (PAC). The
Michigan Department of Education also involves parents in planning, implementing, and
reviewing activities.

Surrogate Parent

A surrogate parentis G NI AYSR | Rdzf & @2t dzy i SSNJ I aaA3aySR 0:¢
parent when the parent cannot be identified, the parent cannot be located after reasonable

efforts, the child is a ward of the state or the student is unaccompanied and homEtass.

OKAfR 6K2 A& I gFNR 2F GKS adldSz GKS 2dzR3IS 2
surrogate. A surrogate parent should be appointed not more than 30 days after the need is
determined.

Procedural Safeguards

Procedural Safeguards

(https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Procedural_Safeguards Notice 550307 _)7.pdf

are legal safeguards that protect the rights of students with disabilities and their parEmey

LINE GARS (GKS AYyF2NX¥IFGA2Yy (GKFG LI NByida ySSR (2
They explain the procedures used to resolve disagreements between parties. Please request a
paper copy of these Procedural Safeguards if you have noegetwed them from your local

school district. They can also be found on the Michigan.gov website. The Family Matters Fact
Sheet for Procedural Safeguards can be found in Appendix B.

2 KIFd akKz2dzZ R L R2 AT L R2y Qi dz

If you have any questi@regarding the Procedural Safeguards Notice or do not understand

@2dzNJ NAIKGasx LI SFasS O2yidl O GKS FTRYAYA&(GNI 2N
supervisor to request further explanation so that you do understand. If an interpreter is

needed the school will provide one.

Resolving Problems

I 2YYdzy AOIFI GA2Y A& (GKS {(S@& (2 lyeé &adz00SaaFdzZd LIN
teacher(s) and team of school personnel can keep things running smoothly. It is essential that

you become apartcdd 2 dzZNJ OKAf RQa GSIFY® LF | LINRoftSY R2Sa
possible. Listen to what the other members of the team have to say and communicate your

point of view calmly and clearly. Helpful steps to resolving problems are listed below:

TodJSy O2YYdzyAOFGA2y X @2dz2NJ FANRGO aidSL) Y@ 06S3Ay
teacher(s) and/or therapists(s). Discuss concerns and brainstorm options for a solution. You


https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/Procedural_Safeguards_Notice_550307_7.pdf

may even consider requesting a team meeting to try to explore optionsaditfitional team
members.

If concerns are not resolved with the initial communication, there are a variety of meeting
options available to schools and families including informal district level meetings, informal ISD
supported meetings, facilitated meetisgnd mediation through the dispute resolution center.

In addition to meetings, there is a continuum of complaint options available includidigtimct
complaints, EUPISD Special Education Problem Resolution Process, state complaints, and Office
of CivilRights Complaints.

The Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE) is an option available to parents when they
disagree with the results of an educational evaluation. It is similar to getting a second opinion
from an outside source. IEEs are provided atost to the parent and are completed by an
individual(s) who is not employed by the school district. When the IEE is completed and the
results are shared with the school district, the IEP team must consider the results when
providing a free and appropriatgublic education for the student. However, the IEP team is not
required to implement the results or recommendations.



Initial Evaluation for Special Education

An evaluation is the first step in the special education process. A child must have a full and
individual first (or initial) evaluation to determine whether he or she has a disability and may be
eligible to receive special education programs and/or services. Initials must follow a certain
timeline.

Consent is Needed for Evaluation

The federalndividuals with Disabilities A¢tDEA) requires that the school makes you, as the

LI NBY G FgFNB Ay gNRGAYT o60IffSR ay20A0S¢0 6K
child. Parents can also request an evaluation, and they must put this requestimgwilihe

a0K22ft Olyy2i R2 ty S@Ffdzr A2y dzyGAt @&2dz I ANB
O2yaSyitae¢od |, 2dz2N) O2yaSyid Aa @2ftdzydr NBE YR &2dz
the school does an evaluation for special education isaafle initial evaluation. The notice

for an initial evaluation must also include information outlining your rights in a document called

0KS at NPOSRdAzNI £ {F ¥S3dz2t NRaé @

Why an Evaluation is Done

A special education evaluation is done to:

1. See if your chilthas a disability as defined by the IDEA or Michigan Administrative Rules
for Special Education (MARSE). (Parents may be concerned about one disability, but
districts must consider all suspected disabilifies
2.CAYR AYTF2NXNI 0A2Y (K EPEdicatorgifnedds. RSTAY S @& 2dzNJ OK
3. Provide information about appropriate educational programming for your child.
How an Evaluation is Done

I 0SSy 2F aoOKz22t LINRBFSaairazylfa OFfftSR I avYdz

1 Assess your child according to your consent.

1 Meet to review the information about your child.

1 Make a recommendation about whether your child meets (eligibility) requirements for
special education programs and/or services.



IEP

'y GLYRAGARIZ t AT SR 9RdOI A2y t NBhhNbaWldy thatS | ya |

spells outthe special education and related services the student will receive. The IEP is
developed at a meeting that is scheduled at a mutually agreeable time. The written document
is a record of the IEP Team meeting.

The IEP iseviewed at least once a year. See Appendix A for IEP Family Matters Fact Sheet

The requirements include:

! adGraSYSyid 2F GKS addzRSyiQa LINBaSyid tSgSt

performance.
1 A statement of measurable annual goals and sternn objectives that address:
1. How to help the student be involved in and progress in the general curriculum,

and
2128 (02 YSSO SIFIOK 2F (KS aitdzRSydQa 20GKSN.
disability.

¢! adGraSYSyid 2F K2g (GKS &0 dppuaB vilibe éneakude® I NB a &

and how the parents will be regularly informed of that progress.

1 A statement indicating special education programs/services and supplementary aids to
be provided to the student, and any program modifications or supports needed.

1 The projected starting date for services as well as the duration, anticipated frequency
and location where programs and services will be delivered.

1 An explanation of when the student will not participate with nondisabled children in the
regular class or bier activities.

1 A statement of any modifications the student needs to take state and/or distridée
assessments.

1 A statement of transition services recommended at age 14 but required at age 16.
Transition services include aspects of adult life and offtenlve other agencies.

Preparing for the IEP Meeting

T ¢Ff]1 G6AOK @2dz2NJ OKAf RQa GSt
OKAf RQa SO@IfdzZ A2y NBLR2 NI

wSljdzSaid I yRk2NI NB@ASgs || O2

Write down your quesbns and concerns for the meeting.

Student involvement in the IEP

= =

Students often provide valuable insights regarding their strengths and needs. When they are
involved indetermining their own goals and objectives, they may be more committed to
achieving tem. Students could be present at the IEP (if appropriate) or parents could gather
0KS aidRSyidQa AylLlzi FKSIR 2F GAYS® LT (KS
d0dzZRSy 0 Ydzad 0S AYGAGSR® ¢KS RA andMieresis ar¥ dza U

KSNE (GKS LISNERZ2Y

LJe 2F &2dzNJ OKAf R

LJdzN.
Y |



considered in transition planning. Transition plans must be in place when the child is 16, or
younger if determined appropriate by the IEP Team, and are updated annually as part of the
IEP. Students who are age 17 are notified that thgints will be transferred to them upon
reaching the age of majority (18). At age 18 both the student and parents are notified that the
rights are transferred to the student.

IEP Review

The IEP must be reviewed annually at an IEPT meeting and revisdd)agNR2 LINA | § S L F
needschange before the annual review, another IEP may be requested by contacting the
FRYAYAAGGNI 62N 2F @2dz2NJ OKAf RQa a0OKz22ft o /| KIy3as
Team at an IEPT meeting or, if the annual revgéenot due and changes are relatively minor,

the parent and district may agree to amend the current IEP without a meeting.

Quick Tips

To increase communication, maintain your own records regarding your child.

Keep a copy of all correspondence (LettersasnPhone calls).

If you feel you need a support person, you are allowed to invite someone to the IEP

meeting.

1 The IEP meeting should be scheduled at a time and date that works for the team,
including you.

1 Reach out to EUPISD PAC membersupport. Names and contact information can be
found on the EUPISD websitétps://www.eupschools.org/Page/519)7

1 Understand that the school must provide FAPE (Free and Appropriate Public Education)

o This includes:

A Least restrictive environment: an environment in which your child is
educated as much as possible in the general education classroom with
peers that are not disabled.

Creation of an IEP.
{ SNWAOSa GKI GO YSSG e2dz2NJ OKAft RQa aLISO
Provide related services that are designed to provide meaningful benefit
to your child.
Provide accommodation and modifications so your child can be in general
education settings.
0 This DOES NOT include:
A Provide services that are superior to what other stk receive.
A tNRPOARS LINPIANIYYAYy3d o6FaSR 2yfte 2y LI
A Provide preferred treatment in belonging to clubs or participating in
extracurriculars.

E

™

>


https://www.eupschools.org/Page/5117

Reevaluation Special Education Process

A review of existing educational data (REED) needs to lsucted at least every 36 months to
determine continued special education eligibility or a change in eligibility.

A REED Evaluation will determine if there is additional data or evaluation necessary. If so, an
evaluation is completednd copies of resultare sent to parents. An IEP meeting is scheduled.
The IEP Team develops a plan for programs and services to support the student and carefully
consider generadducation access.

If a REED Evaluation determines that no additional data or evaluationessey, an IEP
meeting is scheduled. The IEP Team develops a plan for programs and services to support the
student and carefully consider general education access.

A flowchart of the above process can be seen below.

IEP team
develops a plan
for programs and
services to
IEP support the

Review of ddit |
Existing Additiona . Copies of
Educational data/ Evaluation results sent

completed

Meeting student and
carefully
consider general
education access

Data (REED
Evaluation)

evaluation to parents

OR

10



Review of Existing
Educational Data No additional data/

IEP team develops a plan fq
programs and services to

IEP Meeting support the student and
carefully consider general

education access

(REED/ evaluation required
Evaluation)

DisabilityCategories

The thirteen disability categories can be found in the MARSE (Michigan Administrative Rules for

Special Education)

(https://www.michigan.gov/d@uments/mde/MARSE _Supplemented with IDEA Regs 379598
7.pd) . Michigan Alliance for Families provides additional information on each category, on

their website under Eligibility Categories

(https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/eligibilitgategories).

MARSE R 340.1705 Cognitive Impairment

MARSE R 340.1706 Emotional Impairment

MARSE R 340.1707 Deaf or hard of hearing

MARSE R 340.1708 Visual impairment

MARSE R 340.176%ysical Impairment

MARSE R 340.1709a Other Health Impairment

MARSE R 340.1710 Speech and Language Impairment

MARSE R 340.1711 Early Childhood Developmental Delay

MARSE R 340.1713 Specific Learning Disability

11


https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MARSE_Supplemented_with_IDEA_Regs_379598_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MARSE_Supplemented_with_IDEA_Regs_379598_7.pdf
https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/eligibility-categories/

MARSE R 340.1714 Severe Multiptpairment

MARSE R 340.1715 Autism Spectrum Disorder

MARSE R 340.1716 Traumatic Brain Injury

MARSE R 340.1717 Deaf blindness

12



Glossary

AccommodationsTools and procedures in the areas of presentation, response, setting and
timing/scheduling that provide equitable access during instruction and assessment for students
with disabilities. Accommodations are intended to reduce or eliminate the effect@iafialzZR Sy G Q &
disability; they do not reduce the learning expectations. (See Modification).

Achievement TesA test that measures competency in a particular area of knowledge or skill.

Adaptive BehavioPractical, everyday skills required to function and ma@tironmental

demands, including effectively amadependently taking care of oneself and interacting with

other people. Examplesf adaptive skills that individuals use on a daily basis include those

related to eating, dressing, expressing needs, takarg of personal possessions, making

LIZNOKF aSas> AYOGSNIOGAYy3a 6A0GK LISSNERIZ O2y0UNREfAY
communicating with other people.

Age of Majority/Transfer of Right¥Vhen a student with a disability reaches the age of 18, all
rights accorded to a parent transfer to the student. The parent and student must be informed
2T UKS GNYyaf¥sSNI 2F NRIKGA G €SFad 2yS @SN LI

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) federal law requiring accommodations/protemtis for
people with disabilities in the community and workplace.

Ancillary ServiceSee Related Services.

Annual GoalsStatements in an IEP describing what the student can be expected to accomplish
within a 12month period. Goalsre measurable and meanifuy (based on need and
reasonable, yet challenging).

Assessmengystematic method of obtaining information from tests or other sources; a broad
term used to describe thgathering of information about what a student knows and can do in a
particular area.

Assistive Technologfny service or device that is used to maintain or improve the functional
capabilities of a child with a disability. Assistive technology needs are determined by the IEP
Team.

Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder (ADD or ADHPkrsisent pattern of inattention
and/or hyperactivityimpulsivity thatis more frequent and severe than is typically observed in
individuals at a comparable level of development and that interferes with developmentally
appropriate social/academic functioning.

Auditory DiscriminationAbility to detect differences in sounds; may be gross ability, such as
detecting the differences between

13



the noises made by a cat and dog, or fine ability, such as detecting the differences made by the
sounds of letters "m" and "n."

Behavior Intervention Plan (BIFA plan for use in the school setting which includes measurable
and positive ways to promote appropriate behavior. It is based on a functional behavior
assessment (FBA).

Certified Occupational Therapy Assistant (COPAjained professional who works under the
direction of the occupationaherapist and may be responsible for services specified in an IEP.

Child FindOngoing activities undertaken by states and local school districts to locate, identify
and evaluate all children residing in the state who are suspected of having disabilities so that a
free appropriate public education (FAPE) can be made availableto the

Child Study Tearsee Student Assistance Team.
Chronological Agé\ge determined by birth date.

Cognitive AbilityRefers to general mental capability and involves the ability to reason, plan,
solve problems, think abstractlgpmprehend complex ideas, learn quickly and learn from
experience.

Complaint/State ComplainA written and signed allegation that a public aggrs not in
compliance with the IDEA and its implementing regulations, the Michigan Administrative Rules
for Special Education (MARSE), the ISD Plan, an administrative law judge (ALJ) decision or

aAOKAIFYyQa LI AOFGA2Y F2NJ FSRSNIf TFdzyRa dzyRS

CasentVoluntary written permission from a parent for a district to conduct a proposed
activity with a particular student. Before obtaining consent, the district must give written notice
that explains the proposed activity to the parent.

Content AreasAcadenic subjects including reading, mathematics, science, social studies and
writing. (Content areas can alstclude languages, art, music, theatre arts and other disciplines
not typically assessed on statewide assessments.)

Content Standards$Statements of tie knowledge and skills that schools are expected to teach
and students are expected to learn.

Continuum of Service$he range of supports and services that must be provided by a school
district to allow students witlllisabilities a free appropriate publkedlucation.

Courseof Study 2 dzNB S& ' yR SRdzOF A2yt SELSNASyOSa
postsecondary vision (goals) leading tdiploma or alternate path of school completion.

CurriculumBased Measurement (CBM)ools for measuring student competenayd progress
in the basic skill areas of readifigency, spelling, mathematics and written language.

14
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DepartmentalizeA delivery system in which 2 or more special education teachers teach groups
of students with disabilities by instructional content areas

Differentiated InstructionAn approach whereby teachers adjust curriculum and instruction to
maximize the learning of all students; framework teachers can use to implement a variety of
strategies.

Direct InstructionAn instructional approach to acadensiabjects that emphasizes the use of
carefully sequenced steps thaiclude demonstration, modeling, guided practice and
independent application.

Due Proces# procedure guaranteed by federal law for resolving disputes regarding special
education services.

Early Childhood Special Education (EQ8iEhigan Early Childhood Special Education services
include special instruction and related services provided tangochildren, ages three through
five, who qualify under the IDEA.

Early Intervention Service8 comprehensive statewide program of services for infants and
toddlers with disabilities, aged birth through age 2 years, and their families. Early intervention
services include multidisciplinary evaluation of needs of children and falindgted

identification of the needs of each family as set out in an Individualized Family Service Plan
(IFSP).

Early OrEarly On assists families with infants and toddlers flortih to 36 months of age who
have a diagnosed disability or a delay in their development. This can include physical, mental,
communication, adaptive, social or emotional development.

Eligibility The determination that a student is a child with a dis&p#ind needs special
education.

The Every Student Succeeds Act (ES@¥)signed by President Obama on December 10, 2015,

FYR NBLINBaSyita 322R ySga FT2N 2dzNJ ylFdGA2yQa aoK
50-yearold Elementary and Secondary Ediice2y ! OG0 69{ 9! 00X (GKS yIlIiAz2Yy
law and longstanding commitment to equal opportunity for all studektg¢ended School Year

(ESY) Services Special education and related services provided to a student with a disability

beyond thenormalsc2 2t &SI NJ Ay | O0O2NRIyOS ¢gAGK (GKS addzR
¢tKS ySSR FT2NJ 9{, {SNBAOSAE A& RSGSNXYAYSR o0& UK
state requirements.

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERR&deral law thaprotects the privacy
of student education records.

Fine Motor SkillsThey involve the small muscles of the body that enable such functions as
writing, grasping small objects and fastening clothing. They involve strength, control and
dexterity.

15



Free Appropiate Public Education (FAPEpecial education and related services provided in
conformity with an IEP to studentgith disabilities by the Local Education Agency (LEA) at no
O2ald G2 (GKS adGdzRSyidQa LI NByilao

Functional Behavior Assessment (FBAprablemsaving process used to identify the reasons
for a specific behavior in order to help select interventions.

Functional Skill'he skills needed for independent living, such as cooking, comparison
shopping, working with or managimgoney, using public transpiation and knowing how to
be safe in the community.

General Education Curriculufhhe body of knowledge and range of skills that all students in
the state are expected to master.

Graphic Organizer$ext, diagram or other pictorial device that summarized dlustrates
interrelationships among concepts in a text. Graphic organizers are often known as maps, webs,
graphs, charts, frames, etc.

Gross Motor SkillRkefers to the large muscles of the body that enable such functions as
walking, kicking, sitting upght, lifingl Yy R G KNRB gAy 3 | ol ffd | LISNE2YC
on both muscle tone and strength.

Independent Educational Evaluation (IEEn evaluation conducted at public expense by a
qualified examiner who is not regularly employed by sitlool district.

Individual Initial EvaluationA variety of assessment tools and strategies used to gather

relevant functional, developmental and academic information about a child, including

information provided by the parents to determine whether a chiltb a disability. Such

evaluation is focused on the child, and only that child, and is sufficiently comprehensive to
ARSYGATe ff 2F GKS OKAfRQa &aLISOALEf SRdzOFGAZY

Individualized Education Program (IEP)e written plan that dedils the special education and
related services that must be provided to each eligible student. It must be reviewed and revised
every year.

Individualized Education Program Team (IERTroup of individuals responsible for

developing, reviewing or revigyan IEP for a child with a disability. The group includes the
parents, a representative of the school district, at least one general education teacher, at least
one special education teacher or provider, a professional who can interpret any evaluation
results, others who have knowledge or special expertise regarding the child if invited by the
parent or school district and, whenever appropriate, the student.

Individualized Family Service Plan (IF@Ryritten plan for providing early intervention services
to an eligible childandto th® KA f RQ&a FlF YAf &

16



Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDER)e federal law that guarantees all children
with disabilities access to a free and appropriate public education.

Intervention A change in the instruction @f student in the area of difficulty to improve
learning and achieve adequate progress.

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) the maximum extent appropriate, children with
disabilities are to be educated with children who are not disabled. Special ¢laspesate
schooling, or other ways of removing children with disabilities from the regular educational
environment should only occur when the nature or severity of the disability is such that
education in regular classes cannot be achieved in the geadrsétting with the use of
supplementary aids and services.

Local Education Agency (LERje school district or public school academy (charter school) that
is directly responsible for providing special education services.

Mediation A confidential, voluntar process that allows parties to resolve disputes. The
impartial mediator's role is to facilitatdiscussion and help parties reach an agreententot
to recommend solutions or take positions or sides.

Modification A change in curriculum or instruction thsubstantially alters the requirements of
the class or the content standards and benchmarks.

Modified Achievement Standard\n expectation of performance that is challenging for eligible
students, but may be lesfifficult than a graddevel achievement sindard. Modified

FOKASOSYSyid &adl yRIFNRA Ydza i cantdnt dtahdardsyfdstRe ¢ A 0 K

grade in which a student is enrolled.

Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team (MER) group of professionals that conducts an evaluation
of a student suspeed of havinga disability.

Multi-Tiered System of Support (MTSS)/Response to Intervention (RTHmprehensive,
multi-step process that closely monitors how the student is responding to different types of
services and instruction.

Nonstandard Accommodatin An accommodation that changes the construct being measured
on a state assessment and, thus, results in an invalid test score.

Notice/Prior Written Notice Writteninformation a district gives the parent to explain an action
it wants to take, or is refusing to take, with a student who has a disability or is suspected of
having a disability. Notice provides the reason/s the district is proposing or refusing atyactivi
related to special education eligibility, evaluation, educational placement or provision of a free
appropriate public education (FAPE).
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Office of Civil Rights (OCRh agency within the U.S. Department of Education that enforces
Section 504 of the Rehaitation Act and Title 1l of the ADA. OCR investigates allegations of
discrimination based upon disability.

Occupational Therapist (OB trained professional that focuses on the development of a
aGdzRSy Gt Qa TAyYyS Yaeniifedtion &fjadpted ways-of/ascrnhishing KcBvities
of daily living.

Orientation & Mobility Specialist(O&MA trained professional who evaluates, treats and/or
makes recommendations to allow eligible students with visual impairments to travel safely and
efficiently through their environments under varying conditions. Their services may include
direct instruction in travel skills for independent movement appropriate in the school and/or
community.

ParentThe parent, guardian, foster or surrogate parent; may include grareht or
stepparent with whom a child lives.

Parent Advisory Committee (PA®r Special Educatioifthe PAC consists of parents of children
with disabilities and attempts to maintain membership of at least one parent from each local
school district withirthe ISD. The PAC may provide advisory input on any matters that the
committee deems appropriate to the improvement of special education services within the
Intermediate School District.

Physical Therapist (PR trained professional who assists, treatsifor makes
NEO2YYSYRIFIGA2ya (2 AYLINRGS 2N YFAYyOdlFAy +  &aiddzR
environment. Physical therapists make recommendations for orthotics, range of motion

exercises, positioning and mobility.

Physical Therapy Assistant (PTA}rained professional who works under the direction of
physical therapists and is responsible for services recommended by physical therapists.

PostsecondanAfter graduation from high school or completion of special education in a public
school.

Present kevel of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance (PLASE®ments in

the IEP that provide academic and functional performance data, an overview of factors

AYLI OGAy3a (GKS addzZRSyd IyR RSAONALIIAZ2Yyd 2F K29
progress in the general education curriculum (participation in appropriate activities for

preschool children). All other IEP components are developed based on information in the

PLAAFP.

Prior Written NoticeA written notice that the school must provide the parents of a student
with a disability within a reasonable time if they wish to evaluate the student, determine
whether the student is eligible for special education services, change the student's evaluation
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or educational placement or educationalp’ 6 L9t 0 2NJ NB¥dzaS (GKS LJ
their child or change their child's educational plan (IEP) or placement.

Progress MonitorincA scientifically based practice used to assess students' academic
performance and evaluate the effectivenessrnstruction.

Public Expens&Vhen the district pays for a service and not the parent such as in an
Independent Educational Evaluation.

Related ServiceSpecial education services required to assist an individual with disabilities to
benefit from special education, including but not limited to: transportation, OT, PT, Speech, and
School Social Work.

Response to Intervention (RTI)/MuHTiered System of Syport (MTSSA comprehensive,
multi-step process that closetyponitors how the student is responding to different types of
services and instruction.

School Psychologigk trained professional who assists in the identification of needs regarding
behavioralsocial, emotional and educational functioning of individuals.

School Social Worker (SSW)trained professional who supports the educational program of
individuals by assistnghhRSY GAFAOF A2y YR | aasSaaySyad 27
includng social, emotional, behavioral and adaptive neadd provides intervention services.

Section 504A section of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, which prohibits discrimination of
people with disabilities by any entity that accepts federal funds.

SeltAdvoacyThe development of specific skills and understandings that enable children and
adults to explain their specific disabilities to others and cope positively with the attitudes of
peers, parents, teachers and employers.

ShortTerm Objectivesntermediateda i S1LJA 0SG ¢SSy GKS addzRSyidQa
and an annual goal in the IEP.

Special Educatio®pecially designed instruction and/or adaptations at no cost to parents to
address the unique needs that result from a child's disability and to ensure access to the
curriculum.

SpeechLanguage Pathologist (SLR}rained professional who analyzes speaal language
comprehension and production to determine communication competencies and provides
intervention strategies and services related to speech and language development as well as
disorders of language, voice, articulation and fluency.

Standard Accommodation An assessment provision given so that the effect of a disability is
minimized and the student is provided an opportunity to demonstrate the degree of
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achievement he or she actually possesses. It does not change the construct being measured
and, therefore, yields valid scores on state assessments.

Standardized Test$est that are uniformly developed, administered and scored. Standardized
tests are normreferencedd RSAA Ay SR G2 O2YLI NB | OKAfRQa aoz
the same age whodve taken the same test).

Student Assistance Team team of educators and parents that meets to support the needs of
students with academic, social behavioral concerns. The focus of the team is to provide
support to classroom teachers to implement intentions, accommodations and modifications
so that students can be successful in general education.

Summary of Performancé& summary of the student's academic achievement and functional
performance that includes recommendations to assist the student intimgéais or her
postsecondary goals.

Supplementary Aids and Servicésds, services and other supports provided in regular
education classes or other educatiaelated settings to enable children with disabilities to be
educated with nondisabled childrén the maximum extent appropriate.

Teacher Consultant (T®)certified special education teacher who provides support services to
children with disabilities and/or provides consultation to the regular classroom teacher.

Transition Serviceé coordinated seof activities that promote movement from school to post

school activities. Transition services are determined by the IEP Team beginning at age 16 or
SINIASNI FYR FINB o60FaSR 2y aiddzRSyid ySSRa FyR @A
preferenes, and interests.

Vocational Rehabilitation Agenck publicly funded state agency that provides direct and
indirect services to youth with disabilities as they transition from school to work.
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Frequently Used Abbreviations/Acronyms

AT: Assistive Technology

BAA Bureau of Assessment and
Accountability

BIP. Behavior Intervention Plan
CCEECommon Core Essential Elements
CCSSCommon Core State Standards
CECCouncil for Exceptional Children
CEN Center for Educational Networking

CEPCenter for Educational Performance
and Information

Cl:Cognitive Impairment
CMH:Community Mental Health

COTACertified Occupational Therapy
Assistant

DIBEL)ynamic Indicata of Basic Early
Literacy Skills

DRM:Disability Rights Michigan

ECDDEarly Childhood Developmental
Delay

El:Emotional Impairment
ELAENglish Language Arts

ELPAENglish Language Proficiency
Assessment

EO:Early On

EOT&TAEarly On Training and Techrica
Assistance
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ESAEducational Service Agency

ESEAElementary and Secondary Education
Act

ELLEnNnglish Language Learner
ESLEnglish as a Second Language
ESYExtended School Year

FAPEFree Appropriate Public Education
FBA:Functional Behavior Assessment

FERPAEFamily Educational Rights and
Privacy Act

FFYfFederal Fiscal Year

Fl: Functional Independence (used in
describing state assessments)

FM: Focused Monitoring
FTEFull Time Equivalent
HI: Hearing Impairment

IDA: Infant/Toddler Developmental
Assessment

IDEA:Individuals with Disabilities Education
Act

IEEIndependent Educational Evaluation
IEP:Individualized Education Program

IEPTindividualized Education Program
Team

IFSPIndividualized Family Service Plan

1Q: Intelligence Quotient



ISD:Intermediate School District
K-12:Kindergarten through Grade 12
LEALocal Education Agency

LICCLocal Interagency Coordinating
Council

LRELeast Restrictive Environment

MARSEMichigan Administrative Rules for
Special Education

MDE:Michigan Department of Education

M-STEPMichigan Student Test of
Educational Progress

MEASMichigan Educational Assessment
System

MET:Multidisciplinary Evaluation Team
MI-AccessMichigan alternative assessment

MiMTSSMichigan MultiTieredSystem of
Support Initiative

MICI:Mild Cognitive Impairment
MOCI:Moderate Cognitive Impairment
MRS:Michigan Rehabilitative Services
MSD:Michigan School for the Deaf
MSDSWMichigan Student Data System

MSEMPMichigan Special Education
Mediation Program

OCROffice of Civil Rights
OHI:Other Health Impairment

O&M: Orientation and Mobility

OSEOffice of Special Education

OSEPOffice of Special Education Programs
(federal)

OT:Occupational Therapy

P: Participation (used in describing state
assessments)

PACParent Advisory Committee

Part B:Children and youth (ages2l)
receive special education and related
services under IDEA Part B

Part C:nfants and toddlers with disabilities
(birth-2) and theirfamilies receive early
intervention services under IDEA Part C.

PBSPositive Behavior Support
PDD:Pervasive Developmental Delay

PECSPicture Exchange Communication
System

Pl1:Physical Impairment

PLAAFPPresent Level of Academic
Achievement and Functmal Performance

PODD#Pragmatic Organized Dynamic
Display (communication tool)

PSAPublic School Academy/Charter School
PT:Physical Therapy or Physical Therapist
REEDReview of Existing Evaluation Data
SBEState Board of Education

SEAState Educatiogency

SEACSpecial Education Advisory
Committee



Sl:School Improvement

SICCState Interagency Coordinating
Council

SLDSpecific Learning Disability
SLI:Speech and Language Impairment
SPPState Performance Plan
SSWSchool Social Worker

STARTStatewide Autism Resources and
Training

SWISSchool Wide Information System
SXIl:Severe Multiple Impairment
TA:Technical Assistance

TBIl: Traumatic Brain Injury
TC:Teacher Consultant

UDL:Universal Design for Learning

USED United States Departmeruf
Education

VI: Visual Impairment



Appendix A: Family MattesP Fact Sheet

Individualized Education Program (IEP)

The IEP is a written document created for each student in a public school who receives specia®ducat
programs and services. There are three basic reasons for IEP:

1. ¢2 ARSYGATe (GKS adGddzRRSyiaQ ySSRa:
2. to set goals that are important and possible for the student, and
3. to put services in writing that a school district will provide for a student.

The followig was adapted from the Parent Center Hbtips://www.parentcenterhub.org/iep
overviews).

2 Kl 0Qa Ay GKS L9t

Thelndividuals with Disabilities Education A®EA) requires certain information to be in the IEP. IEP
forms can look different, but must include:

1. Present levels of academic achievement and functional performance (PLAAFP), which is

information on how your child is doing in school and how his odigability may affect

progress in the general educatioarciculum.

Yearly goals for your child that the IEP team thinks your child can meet in a year.

3. A description of how progress on yearly goals will be measured for your child.

Special education and akd services (such as speech therapy), including supplementary

(or additional) aids and services your child will get at school (also called

accommodations).

5. Amount of time during the school day, if any, your child spends apart from his or her
peers withou disabilities.

6. , 2dzNJ OKAf RQ& LI NIAOALI GA2Y Ay FEOGSNYyILrasS adal
to the state test.

7. The projected start date for the services and modifications for your child, and where,
how often, and how long they are provided.

When to do the IEP

N

»

An initial IEP must be completed and notice provided within 30 school days after you provide consent
for your child's evaluation. Your child's eligibility is determined at the initial IEP meeting, based on the
results of the evaluatiomand other relevant information. Howevghe IEP meeting and notice of the

offer of special education programs or services might not be on the same day.

The IEP must be reviewed annually to develop and/or revise the contents of your child's IEP. An IEP can
happen more than once a year if revisions are needed.

The IEP Team

' GSEFY G2 &adzZlJl2 NI &2dzNJ OKAf RQa L9t gAff 0SS Lizi Ay
general education teacheif your child will participate in a general education s&g)i, a special
education teacher or service provider, a district representative, and someone who can interpret


https://www.parentcenterhub.org/iep-overview/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/iep-overview/

evaluation results. Other district and school staff may also attend if appropriate. The team is different
for each child depending on the childiseds.

As the parent, you are also a team member and must be invited to each IEP team meeting. The school
must make a reasonable attempt to have a meeting when you can attend.

The IEP team may also include other people invited by you or the school,satteafamily members,
advocates, students, peers, or evaluators.

IEPS arkegal,EnforceableDocuments

After an IEP becomes final, the school district is required to provide what is written in the IEP (the
supports and services)

The school may prepaiedraft of the IEP and share it before or during the meeting. Drafts are not
considered enforceable documents.

,2dz sAff ySSR (2 LINRPGPARS aAiAdySR Oz2yaSyid o0SF2NB
after that, the school does not need yougsed consent again for future IEPS. Your signature is not
needed to make an IEP final.

If you do not agree with the final IEP, work with the school to make changes. If you cannot reach an
agreement, other options can be sought including mediation, fdistate complaint, filing a due
process complaint (request for a hearing), or withdrawing (or revoking) consent for services.

Including Your Child

Often children begin taking part in the IEP process in high school when transition services are discussed.

But your child can take part in the process at any age. The earlier your child is involved in educational
planning, the more it helps him or her grow independence andabtbcacy. When your child is young,
he or she may only be involved in the IEP forrshiqoeriods, but this can be increased over time.

Resources
Michigan Alliance for Familiésdividualized Education Program
The Alliance IEP resources include a checklist and a webinar

https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.orgl/iep/

Center for Parent Information and Resources (CPIR): The-&tb8weet IEP Overview

https://www.parentcenterhub.org/iepoverview/

Michigan Administrative Rules for Special Education (MARSE)

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MARSE _Supplemented with IDEA Regs 379598 7.pdf

Michigan Department of Education: IEP Development Process

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615-140-6598 88186 88204-,00.html



https://www.michiganallianceforfamilies.org/iep/
https://www.parentcenterhub.org/iep-overview/
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mde/MARSE_Supplemented_with_IDEA_Regs_379598_7.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6598_88186_88204---,00.html

Michigan Department of Education Family Matters

https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,140-6598 88187 8173825428-,00.html

OSE Information Line:838-320-8384

mde-ose@michigan.gov

A graphic of Appendix éan be found, below.


https://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,4615,7-140-6598_88187_81739-425428--,00.html
mailto:mde-ose@michigan.gov

Family Matters

Michigan Department of Education Office of Special Education
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Individualized Education Program (IEP)

The IEP is a written document created for each student in a public school

who receives special education programs and services. There are three basic
reasons for the IEP: 1) to identify the student’s needs, 2) to set goals that are
important and possible for the student, and 3) to put services in writing that a
school district will provide for a student.

The following was adapted from the Parent Center Hub.

What's in the IEP?

The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) requires certain information be
in the IEP. IEP forms can look different, but must include:

1.

Present levels of academic achievement and functional
performance (PLAAFP), which is information on how
your child is doing in school and how his or her disability
may affect progress in the general education curriculum.

. Yearly goals for your child that the IEP team thinks your

child can meet in a year.

A description of how progress on yearly goals will be
measured for your child.

Special education and related services (such as speech
therapy), including supplementary (or additional) aids
and services your child will get at school (also called
accommodations).

Amount of time during the school day, if any, your child
spends apart from his or her peers without disabilities.

Your child’s participation in alternate state and district
tests, or accommodations related to the state test.

. The projected start date for the services and

modifications for your child, and where, how often, and
how long they are provided.

When to do the IEP

An initial IEP must be completed
and notice provided within

30 school days after you

provide consent for your child’s
evaluation. Your child’s eligibility
is determined at the initial IEP
meeting, based on the results of
the evaluation and other relevant
information. However, the IEP
meeting and notice of the offer
of special education programs or
services might not be on the same
day.

The IEP must be reviewed
annually to develop and/or revise
the contents for your child’s

IEP. An IEP can happen more
than once a year if revisions are
needed.
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Family Matters fact sheets are intended to enhance public understanding of Michigan's special education
system and are not a substitute for official laws and regulations.





















